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JANIA GEOGHEGAN

Our mission at Madrinha Trust is to relieve
poverty through the power of education and
professional development support.

Since 2011, Madrinha has focused solely on
providing full scholarships for tertiary education
in South Africa, Africa, Nepal, Vietnam, the
Caribbean and Palestine.

2023 was a wonderfully rewarding year as we
joyously celebrated reaching over 100 alumni.

We asked our alumni to reflect on the impact
of the Madrinha Trust wrap around scholarship
support:

Giving inspirational quotes of 2023

e Advice they would give to a Madrinha Scholar
Reflections on their mentor journey
experience

e Becoming a Madrinha Mentor in 2024

We are so happy to share their contributions with
you here.

In 2024, we look forward to the launch of our
Alumni Society with over half of our alumni
expressing an interest in giving back through
mentorship and Career Skills Programme
leadership support.

Jania Geoghegan
Founder Madrinha Trust
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CELEBRATING OUR 100+ ALUMNI 2023

Arts p
Business 3
Ecology & Horticulture 2
Education 13
Engineering 8
Finance 13
Law )
Medicine: Doctors/Nurses 30
Science 10
Social Sciences 4
Technology 5
Tourism & Hotel Management 5
Vets p

40% Male 60% Female



WRAP AROUND SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMME

The Madrinha Trust provides a full cycle
wrap-around scholarship programme.

We believe this is truly taking our scholars
out of poverty through the power of
education, mentoring and career support and
creating successful alumni.
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MARCIO
Graduated 2015

Ballet Dancer

Canada

Inspirational Quote
Where there’s a will, there’s a way.”

What
o tru,w;ulld you say about your mentor journey?
y helped me to achieve where | am today.” i

ELSA-RUTH
Graduated 2018

Senior House Officer
Queen Elizabeth Hospital

Barbados

Inspirational Quote
“Shoot for the moon and
land among the stars.”

even if you miss you will

What would you say about your mentor journey?
“Mentorship has peen one of the best and key
resources that this journey can offer. Never be
afraid to ask for help and guidance from your
mentor. They have likely experienced the same
situation and can offer assistance.’

ADJE|
Graduated 2023

Mathemati

atics Tea
Ghana EducationCher
Service

Ghana

l;\]lspirational Quote
ot my wij
y will byt thy will pe do.
ne.”



https://www.linkedin.com/in/marcio-teixeira-110373211
https://www.linkedin.com/in/marcio-teixeira-110373211
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mohammed-adjei-15642020a?trk=contact-info

MAvis
Graduated 2023

Maths Teacher
Ghana Education Service
Ghanga

lnspirational Quote
“
he smallest deeds gre better than the grandest.”

Wh
” isat would yoy say about yoyr mentor journey?
a great Opbportunity to serve humanity o .
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JOYCE

G\'adu‘o\ted 2023

Midwifery Officer

Hospital
Ghana
are going

A re you
(;1‘:(\3 you are from and whe

Inspirati
uKnoW W

EUNICE
Graduated 2023

Maths Teacher

Ghana Education Service
Ghana

What would you say about your mentor journey?

“The year 2023 has equipped me with professional
skills and insight for my teaching career. I've finally
come to the end of my four year programme. I'm so
grateful to God and the Trust for making this possible

in my life.”



https://www.linkedin.com/in/mavis-tawiah-256ab9214 
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LUKEMAN
Graduated 2023

Pharmacy Technician
Damongo District
Hospital

Ghang

lnspirational Quote
“
fyou change the way you look gt thi

you look gt change.” Wayne Dyer Nngs, the things

RACHAEL
Graduated 2019

Teaching
Ghana Educational

Service

Inspirational Quote
“It is just a matter of time.”

What would you say about your mentor

journey?
“It has been a lovely and awesome journey with my

mentor Omar and the other students.”

WILHELMINA
Graduated 2020

Teacher .
Ghana Education

Service

Quote ' )
hatever you put your mind to..

B ?
ur mentor journey:

|nsp'|rat'|ona|
“You can be W

uld you say about Yo
perience.’

What wo
“It's a wonderful ex


https://www.linkedin.com/in/wilhelmina-semackor-1064b1211/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/rachael-adjei-a34a2421a

CELE
BRATING OUR 100+ ALUMNI

EVANS
Graduated 2021

QMs/ Process
\mprovement Superv'\sor

East African Storage
Company
Kenya

e
he/she

\nsp'\rat'\ona\ Quot
< be willing

«For one to receive, must alway

to give pack.”

What would you say about your mentor

3ourney?
«One of the
| had someone

pest. At my earlier stagé in universitys
rect me towards

who could

KOMORA

Graduated 2019

County Co-ord'\nator
NGAAF

Kenya

\nsp'\rationa\ Quote

Humility.’

d you say abou
rney that

ving life goals an

Kenya

Inspi
Sho new men uote
ort, It'// be

tees -
S - the journe

Over
before 0, Y seems Jong,

knOW it.”


https://www.linkedin.com/in/komora-benedicto-527610101/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/evans-abaganda-haron-636459114/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mingmar-tamang
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MINGMAR
Graduated 2022

Education Co-ordinator
Himalayan Children’s
Foundation

Nepal

irational Quote . -
I'gf)prr‘lre Jessons have to be experlenced pefore they

”
can be understood.

j ey?
What would you say about your mentor journey

i i owth,
“It is a valuable relationship for learning, 8¢
and personal development.

pASANG 03
aduated :
(€ D Deta\\ef

. wirchen
)U‘T‘\\Zr\:\\(ne cabinet™
Q

Canad?

PRENA
Graduated 2022

Nurse

Hams Hospital Kathmandu
Nepal

Inspirational Quote

We can’t become what we need to be by remaining
what we are.” - Oprah Winfrey

);Vhat would you say about your mentor journey?
hc?ve the best mentor(Aine). She’s the reason for
baving my academic path so smooth. Our mentor-

mentee relationship has helped me to thri
career.”

ve in my



https://www.linkedin.com/in/mingmar-tamang
https://www.linkedin.com/in/pasang-lhamo-sherpa-719ab721a?utm_source=share&utm_campaign=share_via&utm_content=profile&utm_medium=ios_app
https://www.linkedin.com/in/prena-senchury-7140791b8
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ALAA
Graduated 2023

Medic
Jerusalem
Palestine

Inspirational Quote
“Optimism is the faith that leads to achievement. Nothing
can be done without hope and confidence.”

What would you say about your mentor journey?

“My mentorship experience was transformative, offering
not just guidance through the academic rigors of medical
school, but also personal growth and balance. Critical
moments, like overcoming the pressures of clinical
rotations, were navigated with my mentor’s wisdom. This
journey has honed my clinical skills, fostered resilience,
and inspired my pursuit of a dermatology specialization."

RANEEN
Graduated 201 7

Caritas H
ospij
Bethlehem pital

Palestine

izspirational Quote
Othing js impossible ”

KHALED
Graduated 2021

Physician

Ministry of Health
Emergency Paediatrics
Palestine

|nspirationa| Quote )
“Work smart and hard to reach the top.

What would you say about your mentor journey?
“He was like a father in myjourney.”

10


https://www.linkedin.com/in/alaa-sharawneh-7b99b4199/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mahmoud-kiswani/
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MAHMOUD
Graduated 2021

ch and Teaching

Resear
Assistant
Al Quds Unive

palestine

rsity

| Quote

Shine without Darkness-

Inspirationa

ustars Can't i ?
° ur mentor journey’

tyo sible
ou say abou e beSt pOS
What Wou.\r?gylt challenges You tobe th
“Enlightenins- o
version of yoursell:

MAJD
Graduated 2016

Anaesthesia Specialist
Istishari Arab Hospital
Palestine

Inspirational Quote
“Do what you love and love what you do.”

What would you say about your mentor
journey?

“It was a nice experience to be able to guide
someone and advise them is really precious.”

11


https://www.linkedin.com/in/angham-marea-82320b19a/?utm_source=share&utm_campaign=share_via&utm_content=profile&utm_medium=android_app
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mahmoud-kiswani/
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AYMAN
Graduated 2017

Resident Doctor of
Neurosurgery
Makassed Islamic
Charitable Hospital
palestine

lnspirationa\ Quote )
“Work hard until you no longer need to introduce yourself.

What would you say about your mentor journey?
“No words can describe how the mentor journey was.
iration, good connections, great people to know,
ly of mine. By the way, it is never to forget my

first mentor, Dr Nick Dudley. Love you all.”

JAMAL
Graduated 2022

Neurosurgery
Al Shifa Hospital
Palestine

lnspirational Quote
“Thank you SO much for your support, you aré
special.”

What would you say about your mentor journey?
“A mentor is a friend, brother or sister, teacher and
supporter or supervisor in the same time. All of that
will be if the mentee was good asa person pefore as
a student.”

RAZAN
Graduated 2022

Lnternship Doctor
alestinian Mini
Health Sy of

Pa'estine



https://www.linkedin.com/in/razan-mohammad-1223341b1
https://www.linkedin.com/in/jamal-m-salha?utm_source=share&utm_campaign=share_via&utm_content=profile&utm_medium=ios_app
https://www.linkedin.com/me?trk=p_mwlite_feed_updates-secondary_nav

PALESTINE

C’;éYTHAM
duated 201
7

HADEEL

Graduated 2022

Med'\ca\ poctor
Al-Shifa Hospital
Pa\est'\ne
W hat v
77 ould y,
as a ve, oy say
e

\nsp'\rat'\ona\ Quote

wyou start this way and only you have the power to

comp|ete”

What would you say about your mentor §ourney? 5.
“It's a fantastic experience, | love all the Madrinha

family.”

==
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D'AMOUR
Graduated 2023

Chief Operation Officer
Urukundo Initiative
Rwanda

Inspirational Quote

“You've got to get up every morning with
determination if you're going to go to bed with
satisfaction.” — George Lorimer

What would you say about your mentor journey?
“Like John Crosby said, mentorship is like you have a
brain to pick, an ear to listen and @ push in the right
direction. | have peen blessed to have mentor who
has been in the same shoes, therefore following her
footsteps was d plus for me.”


https://www.linkedin.com/in/byumvuhore-monique-71b8b9143/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/niyonkuru-jean-d-amour-50a7801b7/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/umubyeyi-ines-888309208/
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HONORE
Graduated 2022

Technical Assistant
Measurement Systems Ltd
Rwanda

lnspirational Quote
“gyccess is not an accident, it'’s a result of hard

work, discipline and believing in yourself.”

What would you say about your mentor journey?

“On behalf of my mentor Aaron, he really helped my
journey by sharing ideas, advice and encouraging

and supporting me to complete pro;ects.”

JOSEE
Graduated 2021

Reg’\stered Midwife .
Gihundwe District Hospital

Rrwanda

\nsp'\raﬂona\ Quote
wyou can’t cross
staring at the wa

What would you s
“A mentors
journey - having @

a motivator someoné

succeed- Everyone needs @

YVETTE
Graduated 2021

Assistant Draughtsman
NPD Ltd

Rwanda

Inspirational Quote

“Yes you have dr
eam. S .
real” o, put an effort in making your dreams

Wha
t would you say about your mentor journey?

“It requires you to gi
give good advice and ki
- inds
entee. | thank my mentor for giving me that fy‘PPort for your

15


https://www.linkedin.com/in/gatoni-yvette-b15ba2205
https://www.linkedin.com/in/niyonsaba-honore-bb5824204?utm_source=share&utm_campaign=share_via&utm_content=profile&utm_medium=android_app
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XAVERINE
Graduated 2019

Assistant Senior Engineer
CRE
Rwanda

lnspirational Quote
“It always seems impossible until it's done.” - Nelson

Mandela

ALICE
Graduated 2022

What would you say about your mentor journey?
“Being a mentor is a very fulfilling experience. It
means you can really help someone in a big way.

You get to share what you know, give advice, and be
there for them. It might not always be easy, but the
feeling of seeing someone you're helping improve
and do well is priceless. Being a mentor is like a
special opportunity to help others pecome better at ell done js be

what they do, both in their personal and educational tter than wey —

lives..”

Communit
y Develo
Facilitator pment

Corps Africa
Rwanda

] .
”nsplrationa I Quot
Ote

Inspirational Quote

“Setting goals i
. is the first ; .
into the visible.” step in turning the invisible

y y
‘ 1e”tC‘ Ou‘ ”e Isa OOd epe‘ lence also ‘ “‘a”t tc

learn I will le
! arn more in this j i
advise my mentee.” this journey like to care and

16


https://www.linkedin.com/in/alice-ishimwe-50863b249
https://www.linkedin.com/in/muhawenayo-xaverine-5a075a1b9?utm_source=share&utm_campaign=share_via&utm_content=profile&utm_medium=ios_app
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mutoniwase-claudine-2aa359225/

MAOMBI
Graduated 2023

Project Officer
Compassion International
Rwanda

Inspirational Quote
“Unity, accountability and think big are our choice.”

What would you say about your mentor journey?
“The mentorship journey has been one of the strong
pillars of my achievement so far.”


https://www.linkedin.com/in/kbchabalala
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KGOROMPI BEN
Graduated 2019

Senior Business Analyst
Nedbank Private Wealth
South Africa

Inspirational Quote

“The words value and beauty, are not determined by
an innate quality, put by the lengths the owner goes
to possess them.”

What would you say about your mentor journey?
“It's a journey | didn’t know | needed until Mark took
the first step with me.”

LEBOHANG
Graduated 2022

Researcher
Perinatal HIV Research Unit
South Africa

lnspirational Quote

“Turning something from an idea into a reality can make
it seem smaller. It changes from unearthly to earthly.
The imagination has no limits. The physical world does.
The work exists in both.” - Rick Rubin

What would you say about your mentor journey?

“| learnt a lot through my mentor journey, giving me the
opportunity to grow my leadership skills and navigate
my interests with guidance. Observing where [ amin
life someone played a big role in my growth and that
someone was my mentor.”

18


https://www.linkedin.com/in/mduduzi-maxwell-mahlaba
https://www.linkedin.com/in/mduduzi-maxwell-mahlaba
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kbchabalala
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PHILASANDE
Graduated 2019

Fellowship Programme
TTN SA/ KHULA

South Africa

|nspirational Quote
“You can get everything in life you want if you wi
just help enough other people get what they want.”

What would you say about your mentor journey?
“It is very helpful academically and also emotionally.”

HANNAH
Graduated 2022

Analyst
ETI Capital Advisors
South Africa

Inspirational Quote

“Learning is the only thing the mind never exhausts,
never fears, and never regrets.” - Leonardo da Vinci

What would you say about your mentor journey?"
“My mentor has been a tremendous source of
inspiration and unwavering support throughout our
journey, and his ongoing support continues to be

invaluable.”

WENZ!
Graduated 2022

gducator
gvander High school

South Africa

\nsp'\rat'\ona\ Quote
“We are powerful peyon

d measure” - Maya Angelou

our mentor journey?“
has been @ great

entor, I'm able to reach
entee - this is

What would Y
“My Madrinhd
experience form
out and make a differencé to another m

life changing.”

S|NETHEMBA
Graduated 2022

Teacher
KHULA Education

South Africa

Inspirational Quote
“The best way to predict the future is to create it.” -
peter Drucker

What would you say about your mentor journey?
“The mentor journey isn’t just about teaching; it's
about continuous |earning. Your mentee might

offer fresh ideas, new technologies, or different
ways of thinking that can penefit you as well. Be
open to |earning from your mentor. They have
valuable experiences and insights to offer. As you
grow and learn, consider mentoring others in the
future. Passing on knowledge and guidance can be
immensely rewarding.”



https://www.linkedin.com/in/philasande-gamede-6561b2210
https://www.linkedin.com/in/wenziweyinkosi-nene-543b4816a
http://wwww.linkedin.com/n/indehwe-dube-852468127
https://www.linkedin.com/in/hannah-hill-3348231a4?utm_source=share&utm_campaign=share_via&utm_content=profile&utm_medium=ios_app
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\ Quote ”
na t to try-

S '\\’aﬂo H
Insp ilure is N0

«The only fa an

t your mentor jo
filled with |

ou say abou
g the 0

teresting one:

What would Y
“It's been an " nt. It's amazin
sAPp grOUpS.

THAND]
Graduated 2018

Wealth Management

Associate

PCH
South Africa

Inspirationa| Quote
“Alw j
ays strive to pe better thgn You were yesterq
rday.”

”

20


http://wwww.linkedin.com/n/indehwe-dube-852468127
https://www.linkedin.com/in/nomfundo-mfeka-5394961b4?trk=contact-info
https://www.linkedin.com/in/nosiphiwo-mzolisa
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BOITSHEPO
Graduated 2023

Teacher
Diepsloot Combined School
South Africa

lnspirationai Quote
“The level of success you achieve will be in direct
proportion to the depth of your commitment.”

What would you say about your mentor journey?
“It has been a great and a self building experience. |
have learned a lot through my mentor”

CLAIRE
Graduateq 2016

Eaiiet Dancer
nglish Natj
o
South Africa - et (UK)

ligspirational Quote
reate the Jife you love.”

ANTO|NETTE
Graduated 2020

Educator

Ronaki lnternational
School (Iraq)

South Africa

Inspirationai Quote
“Proper preparation prevents poor performance.”

What would you say about your mentor journey?
“It’s truly inspirational.”

21


https://www.linkedin.com/in/boitshepo-tlou-754562211
https://www.linkedin.com/in/antoinette-farrow-a410a9217
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ESTELLE
Graduated 2022

Community Service
Dietitian

Pretoria West District
Hospital

South Africa

|nspirat'|onal Quote
“Sometimes we aré tested, not to show our weaknesses
put to discover our strengths.” - poetscafé

What would you say about your mentor iourney?
“It's such a blessing to have, the mentor you have will
guide and support you on all levels: Academically and
emotionally. They becomé like a family member.”

SANELE
Graduated 2019

Clinical Associate
Emmaus Hospital
South Africa

lnspirational Quote
«“Whatever your mind can conceive and believe, your
mind can achieve”

What would you say about your mentor ]ourney?
“It's always peen my dream to be someone’s

mentor. | also wish to join organisations like KHULA
Education and be oné of the greatest mentors of all
time”



https://www.linkedin.com/in/danei-rall/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kgomotso-morake-4464641b3
https://www.linkedin.com/in/kgomotso-morake-4464641b3?utm_source=share&utm_campaign=share_via&utm_content=profile&utm_medium=android_app
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SHANNON
Graduated 2020

Community & Social
Media Manager
VALR

South Africa

lnspirational Quote
“| et your dreams be your wings.”

What would you say about your mentor journey?
“Great initiative.”

THULI
Graduated 2019

Finance Administration
Officer

Teach the Nation
South Africa

|nspirational Quote
“Education is not preparing for life, education is life
itself.”

What would you say about your mentor journey?
“|¢'s important to have a mentor that has experience
and knowledge about your career, making it easier
for both of you to communicate and understand
each other.”

23


https://www.linkedin.com/in/shannonlevin?utm_source=share&utm_campaign=share_via&utm_content=profile&utm_medium=android_app
https://www.linkedin.com/in/omar-ben-slima-604143115?utm_source=share&utm_campaign=share_via&utm_content=profile&utm_medium=android_app
https://www.linkedin.com/in/danei-rall/
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OMAR
Graduated 2018

Embedded Software

Engineer
Sofia Europa (Fra

Tunisia

nce)

put | said, ‘Don’t ‘.wit,}
as a champion-

nute of training, PUt
life
Suffer now and live the rest of your
u

- Muhammad Ali. | 7
pout your mentor journey:

What would you sa\/"a

“Very interesting one-

NESSRINE
Graduated 2020

Customer Adviser
Attijari Bank
Tunisia

Inspirational Quote
“Do not focus on what you don’t have, focus on what you have
and make the best of it.”

What would you say about your mentor journey?
“The mentor journey is for life. No matter where you are in life,
you can always count on your mentor.”

24


https://www.linkedin.com/in/omar-ben-slima-604143115?utm_source=share&utm_campaign=share_via&utm_content=profile&utm_medium=android_app
https://www.linkedin.com/in/elias-john-ba8962176/
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ELIAS
Graduated 2021

IT Officer
Jubilee Health Insurance
Tanzania

|nspirational Quote

“If you are working on something that you really care
about, you don’t have to be pushed. The vision pulls
you." - Steve Jobs.

What would you say about your mentor journey?

“It is actually a perfect thing | never had. A mentorship
program makes me feel like I’'m not alone in my journey,
which makes it easier to find the purpose in my studies
and life in general. Most of the students get stuck in
their studies and life in general, since they don’t have

someone to share with or even to guide them; they end
up failing.”

IRENE
Graduated 2021

Staff Trainee
The Navigators Ministry
Tanzania

Inspirational Quote

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean
not on your own understanding; in all your ways
submit to him, and he will make your paths
straight.”

FREDY
Graduated 2017

Economist

Government of Tanzania
Prime Ministers’ Office
Tanzania

|nspirational Quote
“syccess is the time when preparation
and opportunity meet! Get prepared!”

What would you say about your mentor journey?
«“Where | come from | had no one to talk to or give
me advice about my career or anything involving
my studies. My Madrinha mentor is when | met that
one person for the first time in my life and it was d
turning point from just studying to studying with
determination.”

BUHARIJE
Graduated 2021

G ;
eotechnijcy| Engineer

Bu,yanh
ulu .
Tanzania Gold Mine

lnspirational Quote

M g .
y
W ake VV“at ou can 0’ V'/“at Ou “ae bee” Iven
Vi
t Is acu“'eoi “”paCt' A Ou“,e O) “'sp“at‘O”
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/elias-john-ba8962176/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/fredy-oddo-ab39a61a4/
http://www.linkedin.com/in/ ilemut-ivan
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BENEDICTO
CLEMENSIA Graduated 2021

Graduated 2021
Customer Agronomist

Syova Seed Uganda Ltd

Managing Director
Uganda

The Unique Tutoring Hub
Uganda

Inspirational Quote
Inspirational Quote “Everyday is a new day.”

“Opportunities favour the prepared."
IVAN What would you say about your mentor journey?

Graduated 2021 What would you say about your mentor journey? “Worth it."
“It's been amazing.”

Robotics Coordinator
CAMTech

—
Uganda “

SHIRAT ‘ (2] :
I

Graduated 2021
Inspirational Quote .:-0'cum Laborato

“If you can’t fly then run, if you can’t run then walk, if oint Clinical Re v TeChnO,og'.st
you can’t walk then crawl, but whatever you do you search Centre
have to keep moving forward.” -Martin Luther King, Jr-

What would you say about your mentor journey? Inspirati
“My mentor was my accountability partner, working with “Patien lon'al Quote
her helped to greatly improve my grades at University." pays offcﬂey time ang consist

. €ncy

©
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/kisitu-benedicto-7bbb04204/
http://www.linkedin.com/in/ilemut-ivan
https://www.linkedin.com/in/nakabiri-shirat-b8a99b1b8/

FULL LIST OF MADRINHA ALUMNI 2023

BARBADOS
Elsa Ruth Arthur
Chryssie Deukett

BRAZIL / CANADA
Marcio Teiveira-Silva

GHANA

Rachael Adjei
Wilhelmina Semackor
Adjei Mohamed
Eunice Quashie
Mavis Tawiah

Joyce Kalang
Lukeman Dugunaa

INDIA
Bikash Jha
Deepak Roy

KENYA

Alice Shauri

Evans Abaganda Haron
Komora Benedict
Nancy Tomee
Ongonge Collins
Rabbia Fatma

NEPAL

Dawa Bhote
Mingmar Tamang
Pasang Lhamo Sherpa

Prena Senchury

Tashi Wangmo Gurung
Tenzin Paldon Lama
Tenzin Sonam Lama

PALESTINE

Alaa Sharawneh

Angham Marea

Ansam Sha’ar

Ashraf Awad

Asmaa Abu Hamada

Ayman Ahmad Salman

Dr Majd Mahmoud Dabboor
Hadeel Mahmoud Abu Rahma
Haytham Shuhaiber

Hisham Abu Amro

Khaled Ghorab

Majd Azzam lzzat Abu Alrob
Jamal Salha

Mahmoud Mohsen
Mahmoud Sami Alshawwaf
Mohammed Farid A Emad
Najwah Zaklam

Raneen Bakhri

Razan Mansour

Shahed Al Shaer

RWANDA

Alice Ishimwe
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